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In This Issue ... 


“It is with fear and trembling that we present this history of the Asto- 
ria High School.” With these words, the teachers Miss Badollet, Miss 
Wootton and Miss Bergman caught the attention of students read- 

ing the Astor Post of December 23, 1925 and invited their readers to 
continue the work they started by adding future installments to the 
history of the school. Do other schools in the county have their written 
histories? Let us know if they do and send copies to CCHS, P.O. Box 
88, Astoria, OR 971103. 

Judy Wilson’s last story was about her great uncle, Fred Wilson, a pho- 
tographer in Astoria whose photo collection at the Heritage Museum 
numbers in many hundreds. (Call us to see if we have your family’s 
photos.) She now has sent us excerpts from her father’s letters describ- 
ing surviving the cold winters here during the Depression. 

In his reminiscences J.F. Halloran, editor of the Daily Astorian in the 
1880s, described Bethenia Owens Adair as a hypocrite and a hum- 
bug, but A.L. Erickson wrote of his “Pleasant Memories of Dr. Owens 
Adair.” 

“An Aerial Voyage” came out of the imagination of Joel Pratt, Jr. in 
1839, but shares startling similarities to impressions of astronauts orbit- 
ing the earth in space ships. 

Finally, we are showing more photos taken by Allen Kong Saiget in the 
early 1940s while he was a student at Astoria High School. 


—The Editor 
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A History OF A.H.S. 


By Miss Badollet, Miss Wootton and Miss Bergman 


i & IS WITH fear and trembling that 
we present this history ofthe Astoria 
High School. We appreciate the fact 
that there must be a great many more 
interesting facts that should go into 
such a history, and we suggest that 
this paper be added to and revised in 
future years. There must be graduates 
who would and could give us sug- 
gestions; so that we could some day 
have a history that would be worth 
something. All such suggestions would 
be gratefully received. The members of 
the committee enjoyed looking over 
old copies of the Zephyrus, scanning 
old newspaper clippings, and reading 
the Student Body Minutes of by-gone 
days. May you receive even a small 
mite of pleasure reading it! 


ZEPHYRUS 

Years ago, the Astoria High School 
began the publication of a paper 
called the “Quill.” After some time, 
the interest waning, the paper was 
discontinued. In March, 1903, the pub- 
lication was again started. This time 
it was called the “Zephyrus,” meaning 
“West Wind.” The editor-in-chief was 


Lawrence Rogers, ’os. The first edito- 
rial begins thus: “In making this, our 
initial bow, we, as members of the staff, 
offer an apology and hope to increase 
both the appearance and volume of 
our paper as time goes on. We ask you 
to overlook our many errors, blunders 
and sundry other defects, and to look 
upon this, not with the eye ofa critic, 
but with the eye of a proud possessor 
of a paper that shall with time and 
experience be a credit to our school.” 

At this time it was a monthly pub- 
lication. During the succeeding years 
the Zephyrus appeared at rather ir- 
regular intervals. The first annual 
that the committee could find was 
the 1911 number but probably there 
are earlier editions. The first Zephyrus 
was a sixteen-page affair. The only cut 
[An illustration that is printed on a 
text page.] is one of the public school 
buildings of Astoria—with the old 
high school in the center. Students of 
today would marvel at the simplicity 
of the paper, but, even at that it repre- 
sented real effort then and was a labor 
of love undertaken by the students for 
their school. 
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Inan editorial from the 1908 edition 
we find the following: “the members of 
the preceding classes published “The 
Zephyrus” for two years. They found 
that it was a paying proposition. If they 
could make the paper pay, why can't 
we? This question will immediately 
present itself to you: Why did they 
not continue to publish the Zephyrus? 
“This can be easily answered—the pu- 
pils lacked enthusiasm. Oh, they were 
willing to buy a copy, for they enjoyed 
reading it, but they did not want to 
contribute their literary productions, 
and a paper cannot be edited unless 
contributions are received from the 
pupils.” You of the present staff, do not 
their problems remind you of yours? 
Human nature changes slowly. 

From these first humble editions 
has sprung the Zephyrus of today. It 
was the first few editions that showed 
the real value of a publication of this 
nature. 

THE STUDENT Bopy 

The same year in which the career 
of the Zephyrus was launched, the 
“genial” business manager of the 
Zephyrus, Harvey Allen, at one of the 
many meetings called to discuss mat- 
ters in relation to the establishing of a 
paper, moved that the organization be 
made permanent. This organization 
was to be called the Student Body 
of the Astoria High School, and all 
students of the school were to be 
considered members. This was the 
beginning of the Student Body as we 
know it. As there were thirteen in the 


graduating class that year, one can well 
judge the size of their Student Body, 
as compared with 421. If my memory 
hasn’t failed me, there were about 
ninety in all in that first Student Body. 

From December 19, 1896, until April 
98, the records show that the students 
must have been divided into a Senate 
and House of Representatives with the 
Principal as the President of the joint 
bodies. Their minutes are in the form 
of a Journal and I imagine the idea 
was to acquire skill in parliamentary 
drill. Weighty Questions, such as, 
“A Bill for the recognition of the 
Cubans as belligerents,” “A Bill that 
the construction of the Nicaragua 
Canal be under the control of the 
U.S.”, or “Bill of the House providing 
for the appropriation of $100,000 for 
the improvement of the mouth of the 
Mississippi River,” were discussed, 
tabled, vetoed, etc., by such promi- 
nent Astorians as Austin Osborne, 
Mr. Woodfield, Charles Abercrombie, 
Lester Busey, etc. They must have had 
interesting times. At one meeting all 
the lady members resigned; and as the 
ladies retired from the room, there was 
loud applause. 

In February, 1911, a motion was 
again made to give the chairman 
power to appoint a committee of five 
to look into the matter of remodeling 
the Student Body into a Senate. This 
motion was laid on the table. 

During the war the Student Body 
proved itself a public-spirited organi- 
zation. Their Service Flag containing 
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BASEBALL GAME AT THE ASTORIA FOOTBALL CLUB FIELD 
BETWEEN 4TH AND 5TH STREETS ON NIAGARA AVE. 


(84?) names has six gold stars. “On 
a memorial plate eighteen inches 
by fourteen inches, of pure bronze, 
with names in center, surrounded 
by a symbolic border of laurel, and 
surmounted by the American Eagle 
are engraved the following names: 
Charles Abercrombie, Walter Baker, 
Chris Johnson, Guyer Larson, 
Gerald Malarkey, Niels Nielson. In 
1918, the Student Body purchased one 
hundred and fifty dollars’ worth of 
Liberty Bonds; in 1919 a one hundred 
dollar Bond. The fifty dollar bond was 
given to the first Armenian drive, and 
one hundred dollars to the second 
drive. Two French war orphans were 
adopted for a year at a cost of seventy- 
five dollars. During the United War 


Work drive the students pledged 
themselves “to work and give a certain 
amount of money to the cause.” Later 
the students gave money to the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Aid Society. Finally the High 
School chapter ofthe Junior Red Cross 
gave fifty dollars to a Thanksgiving 
dinner Camp Community Service. 
The Student Body may well be proud 
of such a record. 

In February, 1921, our new stage 
scenery was purchased jointly by the 
student body and school board. As the 
four sets of stage scenery cost $814, this 
was no small task. 

ATHLETICS 

The first football game that we 
can find about, we played in 189s. 
This was not football as we know 
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it today but association football— 
one game was played with Ilwaco 
on the 25th of May. A.H.S. team, 
composed of Winfield Crosby, 
Charles Abercrombie, Bill Curtis, 
George Barker, George Ohler, 
Ben Marion, Roscoe Cassell, other 
players unknown, won and each player 
was awarded a medal. 

The games were all playedin A.F.C. 
[Astoria Football Club] field on top of 
the hill at Niagara, sth to 4th. The High 
Schoolhad no gymnasium, so the play- 
ers had to dress at home—basements 
ofhouses near the field were often used 
as drying rooms for the suits. 

In 1905 there appeared an editorial 
to the effect that “For the first time in 
four years Athletics have been encour- 
aged and aided although unsuccessful 
as to scores. All classes especially the 
Sophs have become interested.” Also 
from Student Body minutes: Baseball 
teams are deep in debt so $10 of S.B. 
fund has been voted to them on condi- 
tion that all paraphernalia and money 
belonging to said team at end of year 
be turned into Student Body for future 
teams, also Student Body will not be 
responsible for any debts incurred by 
said team. 

In1908 the team with such members 
as Kenneth Parker, Lawrence Upshur, 
Melville Morton, Lawrence Rogers, 
Edward Short, Seabury Short, 
Ole Jeldness, August Peschl, T. Ross, 
Alex Barry and Holmes under 
Charles Abercrombie, succeeded in 
winning all but one game and that 


one was played with Eugene Hi. 
The Eugene Register complimented 
A.H.S. team “The pluckiest, nerviest 
team ever seen by Eugene fans is the 
“Fisherman” team from Astoria.” 

Kenneth Parker was the best aca- 
demic Fullback in the state. At the 
close ofthe season Coach Abercrombie 
was presented with a new Wisconsin 
sweater (his having been lost at some 
game), and with a sword. 

In 1912 A.H.S. again had a 
championship team coached by 
Lawrence Rogers. After finishing a 
very successful season they were asked 
to play Dendell Philips Hi of Chicago. 
This team played Boise, Washington 
Hi of Portland, each school giving 
a guarantee of $1000 and A.H.S. 
$500. Wendell Philips lost both of the 
first two games but defeated A.H.S. 
thirteen to zero. Their Captain said, 
“Had we met either Boise or Virgil 
Earl’s Washington Hi on this field the 
scores would have been in our favor. 
Members of our team playing were: 
Center, Backlund; Joe Anderson and 
Halson, right guards; A. Anderson, 
right tackle; Arthur Fertig, right end; 
Brewer Billy, left guard; C. Ekstrom, 
left tackle; SandersandB. Malarkeyleft 
end; Malagamba, quarter, M.. Nelson, 
right half; Torkelson, full back, and 
Furney, left half. In 1915 A.H.S. team 
was to have played The Dalles for the 
state championship, but The Dalles, 
after having promised to play here, 
decided at the last moment that they 
would not play but in their home 
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1908 FOOTBALL TEAM: 


TOP ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: CARL HOLMES (NOT CONFIRMED), N. OLEJELDNESS (NOT 
CONFIRMED), COACH CHARLES ABERCROMBIE, UNIDENTIFIED, UNIDENTIFIED, 
AUGUST PESCHL. MIDDLE ROW: UNIDENTIFIED, ALEX BARRY, LAWRENCE ROGERS, 
UNIDENTIFIED, UNIDENTIFIED. BOTTOM ROW: LAWRENCE UPSHUR, 
KENNETH PARKER, EDWARD SHORT. MEMBERS NOT IDENTIFIED ARE 
MELVILLE MortToON, T. Ross, AND SEABURY SHORT. 


town, so the championship was never 
decided. During the war it was hard to 
get a coach, so our teams did not play 
many games. One season they won and 
lost a game. From 1920 our teams have 
been very successful under Coaches 
Sweet, Nelson, and Sowers. 

As the high School had no gymna- 
sium till they moved into the present 
building, most of the basketball games 
were played in the old Moose hall. In 
1914 and ‘15 A.H.S. won the shield 
which hangs in the gym. The members 
of this team were Dolph Hardesty, 


Ed and Tom Willickson, R. Stein, 
George Backlund, Bob Burns, and 
U. Duncan. In 1920 our team won 
second place in the basketball league. 
Mr. Sweet was coach. In 1921, 22, 24 
our teams went to State Tournament 
under Coach Nelson. In 1920 we 
lost in the Semi Finals to Ashland 
by one point. Westergren and Luoto 
were on the State Mythical team. 
Other members of A.H.S. team 
were Fred Harrison, Ernest Carlson, 
George Anderson, Barney Wallace, 
Donald Larson, Ted Diamond, 
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GiRL ATHLETES OF ASTORIA HIGH SCHOOL, JUNE, 1907. 
LEFT TO RIGHT: ELVA JELDNESS, ADDIE ABERCROMBIE, MYRTLE HARRISON, 
LENNA G. PARKER, FANNIE GREGORY. 


Joe Saari, and Arnie Kiminke. Out of 
eighteen games A.H.S. won thirteen 
games and lost three—score 436 
against 240. 

In 1908 and 1909 the girls had an 
almost championship team, winning 
five or six out of seven games. Members 
of this team were Lenna Parker, 
Addie Abercrombie, Myrtle Harrison, 
Elva Jeldness, and Fanny Gregory. 
Quite a sum of money was made on 
these games so the girls proceeded to 
buy themselves white sweaters with 
gold “A’s on them, much to the boys’ 
disgust. They also presented the coach 
H. Harbert, with some emblem for his 
services. 


In 1909, four boys turned out for 
track and until just one week be- 
fore the High School Track Meet at 
O.A.C. they coached themselves. Then 
Do Cathey became the coach. This 
team composed of W.H. Holmes Jr., 
Harry Harbert, Melville Morton and 
Edwin Short, went to O.A.C. and won 
third place in the meet—seven medals 
and individual cup—Harry Harbert 
tied two other men for highest indi- 
vidual score, winning silver cup and 
the shield for relay race—half mile 
in 1:38 5-8 thus breaking the state 
interscholastic record. For quite a few 
years, or until basketball became so 
popular, A.H.S. had interclass track 
meets. One year the girls had a meet. 
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1908 Boys TRACK TEAM. 
LEFT TO RIGHT: SYDNEY SOVEY, EDWIN SHORT, STANLEY YOUNG 


A.H.S. has always had baseball 
teams—some very successful, others 
not so much so. One write up ina1905 
or 1906 Zephyrus was very uncompli- 
mentary to some of the players, saying 
they had either lost their nerve or were 
tired out. 

After moving into this building the 
gym was in the west end of the lower 
floor. The walls were plastered and 
for quite a while the boys who came 
in contact with this wall left a goodly 
portion of their skin there. Finally, a 
ten foot wainscoting was put there— 
much to the boys’ comfort. 

One time early in the A. H.S. foot- 
ball history our team played a game 
with Clatskanie—A.H.S. girls, all 
dressed in their Sunday best, stood 
on the side lines, thus attracting the 
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attention of Clatskanie players so 
much that the score was 142 to 10 oro. 
At some time an A.H.S. player picked 
up Jimmy Moberg, who had the ball, 
and carried him down the field for a 
touch down. 
DEBATE 

Debating has had a varied career 
in the Astoria High School. There are 
times when it seemed to be very popu- 
lar, and then again interest waned. The 
year’og seems to be a banner year for 
the forensic art. The same enthusiasm 
that football engenders seems to have 
seized the students then. We have 
the following newspaper account: 
“The Sue H. Elmore reached her dock 
at 8:00 last night. It was necessary 
to pass the news along the street, as 
a large delegation of students of our 
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1911 DEBATE TEAM GEORGE RIFLE, ESTHER JEFFERS, JOHN GRANBERG, 
WILLIAM WooTron, EMMA WOOTTON, AND GEARHART LARSEN. 


city paraded the streets, announcing 
the glad news. It was not the arrival 
of the steamer, as much as it was her 
passengers, that was celebrated. The 
Astoria Debating team, the victors of 
the contest at Tillamook, were the star 
attractions. A procession was formed 
and through the principal streets the 
happy throng paraded, shouting the 
high school yells.” 

During another debate that same 
year the Student Body decided to sit 
all together in the balcony of the opera 
house. A banquet was served at the 
Occident Hotel after the debate with 
Lloyd Van Dusen as the very efficient 
“yell leader.” That, too, was the famous 
year when the team wended its way to 
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Eugene to meet Lebanon at Villard 
Hall, May 20, 1908. 

Miss Birdie Wise, Carl Thomas, and 
Jennie Jeffers were the able defenders 
of our school. While we lost the debate 
by a two to one decision, the accounts 
praise both teams. Of Miss Wise the 
following was said: “In a clear, distinct 
voice the pretty little daughter of 
Astoria’s mayor pleaded for propor- 
tional representation. In refutation 
she was remarkably keen and without 
a doubt was the best speaker of the 
evening.” With the coming of Mr. 
Earl, interest was again aroused in 
debate, but was not until 1923 that 
we again sent debaters to Eugene. 
Strange to say, the same Birdie Wise 
of ’08 fame, now Mrs. C. W. Robinson, 
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THE Sue H. ELMORE DOCKED BY THE LAMB-SCHRADER Co., 
PURVEYORS OF “CEMENT, PLASTER, LIME & COAL” 


coached the debaters, Tyyne Saari, 
Elizabeth Waara, Charles Prael, and 
Edwin Ross who succeeded in winning 
all district and inter-district debates. 
Finally Tyyne Saari and Charlie Prael 
met Pendleton at Eugene. History 
seems to repeat itself, for once again 
we were defeated, two to one. 

In the early days of the school, 
interest in debate and much school 
spirit was kept alive by means of 
literary societies. Before the time of 
these societies, when the Student 
Body was small, every month we had 
what we called “Rhetoricals.” Every 
student had to perform at some time; 
and, while it was a period of agony for 
some, there were those who enjoyed 
it. When Rhetoricals were no longer 
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practical, in 1908, two literary societ- 
ies appeared: The Alfredian, named 
for the great patron of learning, King 
Alfred, and the Wauregan (Indian 
word for “still water”). In 1910 the 
Adelphian society made its debut. It 
was composed entirely of Freshmen. 
The Winter number of the Zephyrus 
for 1910 gives them a few words of 
advice. “Don’t think that as yours 
is a new society with inexperienced 
members you cannot make it the best 
in the school. The whole underlying 
principle of success is work and loyalty 
to your society.” Between 1911 and 
1913 a fourth society was formed, the 
Forum. These societies instilled much 
school spirit into the hearts of the 
members, and as every student had to 
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belong to one there was great rivalry 
between them. (The members were 
chosen alternately from incoming 
Freshmen by delegated members of 
the societies.) These societies were still 
in existence in 1917 but were no longer 
the power they had been. They gradu- 
ally died out entirely and soon other 
organizations composed of those who 
wanted to debate, etc., took their place. 
The Ciceronian Society was organized 
among the boys ofthe school to further 
debating and public speaking. At first 
there were but six members, but soon 
the membership increased to twelve. 
They often participated in debates 
with the Deba-Drams who had been 
organized the previous year, 1921. They 
are a debating and dramatic society of 
girls. The club began with eleven, and 
the membership is limited to twenty. 
Proposed members must have all 
passing grades and at least one honor 
grade in their studies. 

Since then the Dramatic club has 
been organized. Its object is to encour- 
age interest in dramatics. Both boys 
and girls are members. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Mary Spiller scholarship, which 
is one of the high honors that may be 
bestowed upon a graduate, was given 
to Margaret McCullough in 1922. All 
students in every high school ranking 
highest in their studies are considered. 
Margaret is the first graduate of the 
Astoria High School who has ever 
brought the honor to Astoria. 


FACULTY SCHOLARSHIP 


Someone in the Faculty had a 
bright idea. As a result the Faculty 
Scholarship Fund was started in 
1922. “The Amazons,” coached by 
Mrs. Virgil Earl, brought in sufficient 
proceeds to provide a scholarship of 
$100 each for Maurine Buchanan and 
Rolf Klep. In 1923, “All-of-a-Sudden 
Peggy” was successfully staged by the 
Faculty. This time enough money was 
made to give scholarships of $150 each 
to Rena Boush and Algot Westergren. 
The next year we were still more 
successful and succeeded with the 
help of $40 given us from the Student 
Body Fund in clearing enough to 
increase the scholarship to $170 each 
for Furn Elliott, Glen Howard, and 
Mervyn Behnke. I believe that most 
ofus feel the venture was worth-while 
and hope the Faculty Scholarship 
Fund may some day again appear in 
our midst. 

The January Class of 22 left a schol- 
arship fund for future January classes, 
but this cannot be touched until $1,000 
has accrued and then the interest shall 
be awarded annually. As the sum 
at the present moment amounts to 
$297.34, none need worry about it for 
a while. The Senior Class in 1922 gave 
the sum of $150 as their parting gift to 
the school. This sum also shall remain 
for ten years or until the sum of the 
principal and the interest shall reacha 
total of $1000. Here again the interest 
will be given to some worthy June 
Senior and Graduate, to be applied on 
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his expense at some one of the Oregon 
State institutions. The 1922 Seniors 
hoped that future June Classes would 
contribute to this fund. 

Besides the above scholarships, 
the Oregon Conferences of Colleges 
grant two. The Knights of Pythias give 
three prizes for first, second and third 
best averages in the study of history 
and civics. The recipients of these 
prizes must be prominent in student 
activities. 

COMMERCIAL CLUB 

The commercial club of the A.H.S. 
was organized during the fall term 
of 1923 for the purpose of creating 
an interest among the commercial 
students in their work. The club, dur- 
ing the spring term published a paper, 
“The Commercial Journal,” which 
contained interesting news of the 
department and informed the business 
men of the methods and procedure of 
students in the commercial work. At 
present this club is inactive. 

TrI-Y CLUB 

The “Fellowship Club” of the 
Y.W.C.A., a Girl Reserve Club, com- 
posed of high school girls, was formed 
in 1922. Their main purpose is to en- 
courage a feeling of fellowship among 
the high school girls, and to assist in 
social service work in the town. 

The Tri-Y Club was organized 
from the Fellowship Club in 1923 and 
still bears the name Tri-Y Club. It is a 
branch of the nation-wide organiza- 
tion, whose purpose is to promote fel- 
lowship among the students, to assist 


in social service work in the city and 
to uphold high ideals of scholarship, 
honor and truthfulness. 
H1-Y CLus 

February, 1922, marked the organi- 
zation in the Astoria High School, of 
a branch of the nationally organized 
Hi-Y clubs. The purpose of the club 
is to promote habits of clean speech, 
clean morals, clean athletics, and to 
develop Christian character. There 
were fifteen charter members. 

SOCIAL LIFE 

Those who went to high school in 
the old McClure building remember 
the happy times spent in the old 
chemistry laboratory. Here on several 
occasions was candy made on the 
quiet. One year the Seniors stole up to 
this same old laboratory and with the 
help of the chemistry crucibles, etc., 
and with materials brought in baskets 
concocted the following menu: 

Fruit Mixture (mech.) 

Elements 

Pickles at wt. 57 

Pimolas [stuffed olives] 

NaC,(ed) Nuts 

Shrimp a la Crucible 

Leguminosal cum Pork ions 

Rosettes Cake (did CO, escape?) 

Cy. Ho2 O11 

Punch 

Those were the days when the 
Seniors and Juniors held their famous 
flag rushes. Could students of today 
find pleasure in this party where “the 
evening was spent most enjoyably at 
divers innocent amusements, among 
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which were a doughnut eating con- 
test which was won by Will Levings 
and ‘blind feeding blind’ in which 
John McCue succeeded in covering 
Charles Hobson with sugar? An 
excellent lunch was served, after which 
instrumental music was rendered. The 
merry gathering dispersed at 11 o'clock, 
with many praises to the professor and 
his amiable wife.” Maybe John Dalgity 
can get his father to tell us more about 
his party. Ifhe doesn’t care to do that, 
he probably can give us a personal ac- 
count of the Imp Social given by high 
school boys in 1894. The newspaper 
account is as follows: “It is needless to 
say what an ‘Imp’ social is. Everyone 
knows the high school boys, and fully 
appreciates the fitness of the appel- 
lation. However, the girls said very 
decidedly that ‘they were all right.’ A 
few of the members on the program 
were: Song, ‘Tenting on the Girls’ 
Camp Ground,’ by Johnnie McCue, 
Paul Baddolet, Lester Busey, and 
Andrew Dalgity; ‘Chinese Excelsior,’ 
by Martin Knutsen; instrumental 
duet, Seigfried Young and Ed Hobson; 
‘Der Pater and Der Shingel,’ by 
Frank Woodfield; ‘Sam’s Letter,’ 
Charles Jordan. The whole affair went 
off with an éclat and vim which was 
refreshing.” 

Ifthe old McClure building built in 
1883, could talk, wouldn't it have some 
interesting tales for us? The old chem- 
istry laboratory, reached by climbing 
a long flight of stairs, could tell of 
many a Senior spread or candy feed 


which took place. For such a feat to be 
successful, it must be accomplished 
on the quiet. Classes were small, and 
everyone was more or less congenial. 
Nowadays such spontaneous good 
times would scarcely be possible. 

In 1886 before there was a real 
organization of the high school as we 
now knowit, the following well known 
Astorians graduated: 

Miss Georgia Badollet (Trullinger), 
Miss Josephine Bryce (Ferguson), 
Miss Daisy Goodell (Marion), de- 
ceased; Miss Amy Powell (McClure), 
Miss Ella Tanger (Barrows), Miss 
Olga Heilborn, Miss Emma Devoe, 
Miss Minna Sherman (Dunbar), Miss 
Alice Stockton (Grant), Miss Tillie 
Hartwig (Kanaga), Miss Callie Brodie 
(Borchers). 

Then there was a period when 
people were discussing the possibil- 
ity of not continuing the high school 
any longer. Fortunately for us, the 
matter was dropped and we find that 
the First Annual Commencement 
of the Astoria High School took 
place June, 1893, 8 p.m., at the First 
Methodist church. There were three 
graduates: Miss Kate Dement (Mrs. 
Hamilton), Miss Martha Gilbert 
(Mrs. Finch), and John McCue. Their 
motto was “Nostris alis tollamus.” 
They probably started the custom of 
each member of the class delivering 
an oration at commencement. As part 
II of the commencement program the 
Ciceronian Literary Society held its 
Anniversary exercises. We find this 
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A CLASSROOM IN MCCLURE SCHOOL. CA. 1890 


newspaper clipping concerning them: 
“The Ciceronian Society is thoroughly 
organized and does excellent work, 
affording all students an opportunity 
to practice for speaking and debating 
in public. 

Last year the enrollment was thirty- 
two. Almost all the old students will 
be back this year and already many 
inquiries from others are received 
regarding the coming year. It is safe 
to say that there will be between fifty 
and seventy-five students enrolled. 
Rah! Rah! Ray! Astori-a! High School! 
High School! Rah! Rah! Ray! On the 
program we find Society Diplomas 
were presented. 

From a newspaper account dated 
September, 1893, we get the follow- 
ing information. “The Astoria High 
needs no apology for its existence. 
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Its field of work and usefulness meet 
a demand self-evident and long felt. 
The laboratory will doubtless be 
better equipped although it already 
has quite a complete equipment for 
a beginning. From the proceeds of 
the entertainment given last spring 
over 100 volumes, comprising works 
of our standard authors in first class 
literature, will be added to the library.” 
The 2,800 volumes (an approximate 
estimation) of our present-day library 
seem to eclipse their modest numbers 
but at that time the students had to 
earn the money for their library books. 
On one such occasion cards were sent 
out to the friends and patrons asking 
for their mite ofhelp. Each nickel filled 
out a space in the blank below. The 
boys won this particular contest; for 
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IMAGES FROM THE 1925 A.H.S. ZEPHYRUS 


on December 12, 1896, the girls gave 
them a sociable. 

The Eighteenth Annual 
Commencement, evidently the last in 
the old McClure building, was differ- 
ent from the rest. Instead of essays by 
the graduates and speeches by selected 
orators, the drama “The Princess” by 
the members of the graduating class 
was given. “The leading parts taken 
by Miss Wilma Young as Princess Ida 
and Arthur Danielson as Prince. Both 
parts were well portrayed and their 
efforts were highly appreciated by the 
audience.” 

The 1911 Zephyrus gives a good ac- 
count of “Our New High School.” At 
that time there were “Twenty rooms 
in the building, eleven on the first 
floor and nine on the second, besides 
a gymnasium, manual training depart- 
ment and a number of rooms yet to 
be completed. In addition to this, our 
assembly hall will be, when completed, 
fifty by eighty-five feet.” At the public 
reception, Superintendent Imel and 


Miss Emma Warren, superintendent 
of county schools were the principal 
speakers. 

We remember how through the 
efforts of Mr. Earl and others, the an- 
nex was built and finally dedicated on 
November 11, 1921. The name, Patriot 
Hall was suggested by Rev. Gilbert. 
H.R. Hoefler presented the beautiful 
bronze tablet, gracing the front of 
the new building. This annex with its 
gymnasium—classed as one of the 
best on the coast—with its domestic 
art, domestic science and manual 
training departments, helps to make 
our high school a place worthwhile. 

The first mid-year Commencement 
of the Astoria High took place January 
26, 1922. It was composed of ten 
students, but a lively, energetic group. 
This was the class that started a schol- 
arship fund for future students of the 
February classes. Our largest graduat- 
ing class was composed of 95 members. 
This was the class of 1924. 





THE AUTHORS: Miss BADOLLET, Miss WOOTTON AND Miss BERGMAN 
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From the 1911 Astoria High School Zephryus 








Our New HicH ScHooi 

We, the members of the Astoria High School, were very much dis-appointed 
at the beginning of this semester to find that the new building was not ready 
for occupancy. But now that we are settled in our new quarters, we feel that 
we are more than repaid for waiting, as the building is nearer completion 
and we can better appreciate its advantages. 

Situated just beneath the brow of Coxcomb Hill, it occupies one of the lofti- 
est positions in the city, from which it commands a view of expansive harbor 
extending from Tongue Point on the east to the Pacific Ocean on the west 
and including the breadth of the river to the northward and the hills beyond. 

It is centrally located and is in the most desirable part of the city. 

The grounds cover a block, leaving room for a tennis court at the rear of 
the building and for a lawn in front of it. These are not in perfect order yet, 
but we expect them to be so in time to make a good showing during our 
Centennial in August. 

The building itself is a concrete structure, about one hundred and seventy 
by eighty feet, with two stories and a basement. 

Itis plain and rectangular, the straight line of the front being relieved by 
the main entrance and the projection of the two corner rooms. The entrance 
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is approached through a porch of Doric architecture, constructed of terra 
cotta, and lending dignity to the appearance of the structure. 

We have twenty rooms, eleven on the first floor and nine on the second, 
besides a gymnasium, manual training department and a number of rooms 
yet to be completed. In addition to this, our assembly hall will be, when 
completed, fifty by eighty-five feet. 

Each floor has a long hall from which the rooms open. The corridors are 
especially beautiful. Around the walls in subdued salmon colored burlap 
cornice and frieze of white glazed plaster. At each end of the lower hall which 
extends half way to the ceiling, and above which is the horizontal are the 
stairs leading to the second floor and descending to the rear entrance of the 
building and to the basement. 

The main entrance opens into a vestibule which is also finished in glazed 
plaster, but with a fancier cornice and frieze than that of the halls. This vesti- 
bule leads up to the lower hall from which open the several class rooms, the 
library, principal's office, and auditorium. 

On the second floor the hall is similar to that just described, except that it 
is lighted by a large skylight. From it opens the class rooms, the art depart- 
ment, and the physical and chemical laboratories, Each of the three stationary 
tables in the chemical laboratory will accommodate twelve pupils with space, 
sinks, drawers, Compartments and faucets. In the physical laboratory each of 
the four tables will accommodate eight pupils. Here a beautiful new cabinet 
endows all of the apparatus, much of which is new. 

All the rooms in the building are in white plaster with golden oak woodwork 
and hardwood floors. 

Hot and cold water is supplied throughout the building; sanitary fountains 
in the halls, and when the building is completed it may be lighted by electric- 
ity, and the laboratories will be furnished with gas. 

We wish to express to the patrons and to the honorable School Board our 
appreciation of what they have done for us in the erection of this beautiful 
new building. 

A public reception to be held in the new building in the near future is being 
planned. We hope to welcome large numbers of patrons of the schools and 
citizens of Astoria on this occasion. 
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The Astor Post, Wednesday, December 23, 1925 


EARLY ALUMNUS 
SENDS LETTER 


First Student Body President Gives Early 
History of Zephyrus 





The following in an excerpt from a 
letter received by Miss Bergman from 
Lawrence Rogers in answer to a letter 
concerning the origin of the Zephyrus. 

Mr. Rogers is one of the early gradu- 
ates of A.H.S. and is greatly respon- 
sible for the first publication as well as 
being an all-around athlete. 

Yes, | know about the school pa- 
per, the Zephyrus; in fact | think Miss 
Badollet is about the only other one 
now in Astoria who could give you the 
same information. Along in the early 
90's the High School had a paper that 
was called The Quill. |t was a very fine 
little monthly school publication, and | 
am quite sure | have some copies that 
were given to me when editor-in-chief 
of the Zephyrus. That was only short 
lived and | think stayed in existence 
for only about a year. There was no 
effort at fostering school spirit from 
that time on, until the fall of 1904. | 
had gone to school in San Francisco 
for about three months and absorbed 
the manner in which the students 
conducted themselves in the city 
schools, so came home with several 
well defined notions to put Astoria 
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High School on the map as far as 
student activities were concerned. 
The result was that by enlisting the 
aid of several “live wire” students, 
namely: Harvey Allen, Otto Utzinger, 
Yvon Guilliume, and possibly one or 
two more we organized the student 
body, | think the first organization the 
students ever had in the history of the 
school. Then in rapid order we got the 
classes together, and organized each 
class. Heretofore, only the juniors and 
seniors had any semblance of an orga- 
nization. Following that we instituted 
the school publication, published by 
the student body. In casting about for 
a name we approached Miss Moore, 
who you will remember was our Latin 
teacher at that time, for a suggestion 
for the title of the publication. In fact, 
we sought suggestions from nearly all 
of the faculty members. Miss Moore 
suggested the name Zephyrus, be- 
cause of the prevailing westerly sea 
breezes that blew in from the ocean 
about that time of year. Hence the 
name. In reflecting back, it seems that 
| must have been very piggish, for | re- 
call that | held office in nearly all of the 
early student activities. Was the first 
Student Body president, first editor of 
the Zephyrus (which you will recall was 
a monthly publication at that time), in 
addition to holding some office both 
in the senior class ‘05, football team 
and baseball team. 
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LAWRENCE ROGERS AT RIGHT AND ADA KENDALL DRESSED FOR THE 1895 ASTORIA 
REGATTA. LAWRENCE ROGERS WENT ON TO CO-FOUND THE POINT ADAMS 
PacKING COMPANY IN HAMMOND IN 1920. (SEE THE 1987 SUMMER CUMTUX.) HE 
ALSO SERVED AS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE CLATSOP COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY IN 1945, AFTER A REORGANIZATION AT THE CLOSE OF WWII. 
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McCiureE SCHOOL, BUILT 1883. THE BUILDING WAS SITED ON THE FULL BLOCK BOUNDED 
FRANKLIN AVE. THIS PHOTO WAS LIKELY TAKEN JUST AFTER 
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BY 7TH AND 8TH STREETS AND GRAND AVENUE WITH THE ENTRANCE TO THE NORTH ON 


THE BUILDING WAS COMPLETED AND CLASSES BEGUN IN 1883. 
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HOWARD WILSON 
MEMORIES OF His LIFE IN ASTORIA, 1936-37 


By Howard & Judy Wilson 


N 1936 My dad, Howard Wilson, took 
I a job at the Pillsbury Flour Mills in 
Astoria, Oregon, as a chemist. In 1933 
he received his Bachelor's degree in 
Chemical Engineering from Oregon 
Agricultural College in Corvallis, now 
OSU. Howard's grandparents, John & 
Johanna Wilson, both from Finland, 
settled in Astoria in 1881 and raised 
four boys there; his dad, Ed Wilson 
(1883-1973), was raised in Astoria but 
eventually settled a farm in Beaverton, 
Oregon in 1920. 

This was a dreary time in Howard’s 
life. He disliked the Astoria weather 
and the meager salary that he received 
at his job and he missed being home 
on the farm. Howard wrote home to 
his folks often between 1936 and 1937. 
Howard’s car was often on the fritz so 
trips back home to the Beaverton farm 
were sometimes precarious and not as 
frequent as he would have liked. He 
kept in touch with his folks by mail 
and would inquire as to the health 
and status of the baby chicks, the little 
calves, and if his dad remembered to 
change the oil in the car. 

January, 1936... Howard wrote to a 
friend about his stay in Astoria: 

After a week in the modest type of 

hotel room that the newly-employed 


is expected to take, I scaled myself 
down into even less imposing quarters 
over a steam bathhouse in the heart of 
Uniontown, where English is spoken 
with an unmistakably Finnish ac- 
cent, if at all. This is where even an 
occasional Chinese cannery-worker’s 
son becomes quite adept at speaking 
Finnish and where few of them escape 
the curse of the Uniontown accent. It 
is a community of hip-booted men, 
of creaking tracks, of fish smells and 
tall-framed houses holding perilously 
to the hillside. Restaurants serve 
grateful patrons with a few of their 
homeland delicacies. Salmon is un- 
doubtedly the foremost of these. The 
most popular form being that which 
has been salted in a heavy brine. 
Heavy slices countered with a salad 
of sliced raw onions in warm vinegar 
or lemon and butter sauce presents 
too formidable an appearance to 
stimulate the average American 
palate, but these Finns eat it as if it 
were an elixir. Very popular, too, is 
the smoked salmon which is very oily 
and acrid smelling. Of course I am 
fond of these in moderate amounts, 
but the only way I can account for 
the large use of these two is that they 
are the very finest, largest, fattest, 
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reddest, river-mouth salmon which 
is recognized among salmon epicures 
the world over as the acme of quality. 

They also seem to like special kinds 
of bread. One of these is a slightly acid 
tasting bread containing quite a bit 
of rye and baked into round loaves 
about fifteen inches in diameter and 
about four inches thick. I have never 
cared for this after it is old, but it is 
good enough to make me dance for joy 
when it is hot out of the oven. Another 
bread that I like very much is a rather 
dark kind baked in inch-thick sheets. 
This has a rather sweet taste and with 
plenty of butter on top. It’s hard to 
find anything yummier. Hardtack is 
used quite a bit more than one would 
expect. However, I have never come 
upon any that has been homemade.” 


January 29, 1936, 
Dear Mom, Thanks for the letter. 
So you think I’m not homesick, eh? 


Well maybe I don’t have to get there 
in an awful hurry but sometimes I 
worry plenty about lots of things. 
For instance: How many chicks were 
there in the first hatch? How many in 
the second? How are the little calves 
getting along? Did Pa remember to 
change the oil at 400 miles? What 
mileage are you getting and are you 
keeping a record of the gas you use? 
Incidentally you would save about a 
fourth on gas if you would coast down 
hill. Are the hens still laying well? Did 
Pa ever go to Montgomery Ward for 
that tire? Did he ever get the roofs 
fixed on the turkey house? Did you 
order the white chicks? 

What feed are you using for the 
chickens and chicks? Are you going to 
remember to vote against the sales tax 
and for the compulsory student activ- 
ity fee, next Friday? Did you get the 
money from the lawyer? Did Riley’s 
py their rent? Did those gladiola 


Cumtux — Vol. 35, No.3 — Summer 2015 27 


TC0'98# JOVW] SHDD 


CCHS ImacGE #14928.00w 


he) OS a ee 


bulbs ever get taken up? Did you get 
rid of those last turkeys yet? 

“Things have been rather quiet here 
for the past week. There are so few 
ships moving that the mill is running 
only on one side and that has made it 
very easy for me. At first I got quite a 
kick out of sleeping all day but that 
didn’t turn out so well. I can’t seem to 
get to sleep until 8 or 9 in the morn- 
ing anymore. Besides that there’s 
something about this town that isn’t 
right. Everything costs too much. I 
have been doing my best but it looks 
like I’m not going to make it on $25 
a month. A few days ago I sent two 
pairs of pants to the cleaners and they 
charged a dollar. If I would send my 
laundry out I would go broke. I have 
to go to the hospital about twice a 
week to keep Grandma from worrying 
about me. [Johanna Wilson died in 


June of 1937.] 






ms 


Howarp’s UNCLE BILL WILSON’S FARM. 


The other day I found that the 
materials cost for a pound loaf of 
bread is 2.3 cents and then they sell it 

for 8 or 9 cents. Some profit compared 

to turkeys! Last Sunday afternoon I 
went to Bob’s place and in the evening 
we went to a show. If it weren’t for 
the show this would be just about the 
same as being in jail because I hardly 
ever get to see a paper or listen to the 
radio.” 

Here is a list of what I would like to 
have: Typewriter paper, slide rule and 
my dictionary, my finger nail clippers 
from the ironing board cabinet, razor 
blade stone from the sauna and my 
shaving cream from the upstairs hall 
closet, a box of apples, a textbook of 
physics by Anderson, book by Badger 
& McCabe, handbook of chemistry 
and Chemical Engineers Handbook, 
high school algebra, the latest Chem 
& Met, a couple of little potted plants 


28 CLATSOP COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 








Te 


that I can keep in the room. Some 
kind of begonia would be nice for 
one, and then some kind of a plant 
that has flowers on it. I don’t get very 
much light but it’s fairly warm. Also, 
I would like to have a dozen eggs and 
a half-pound of bacon back, please, if 


you come. 


Yours, Howard 


The summer of 1936 seemed a better 
time for Howard and here he recounts 
some ofhis interactions with his uncle, 
Fred Wilson. [For more about Fred 
and Agnes Wilson see the Winter 2012 
issue of Cumtux] 


July 22, 1936, 

The work has been keeping me jump- 
ing most of the time, or at least that is 
the way it feels, because I have been 
rather sleepy and tired. Most of the 
days last week I spent on the beach, 


Howarp’s UNCLE AND AUNT, FRED AND AGNES WILSON. 


swimming and getting sunburned and 
playing around with the new rifle. It 
certainly is a good one. Friday I dug 
clams and brought them to Fred’s 
[his uncle Fred Wilson]. They asked 
me to clean them so I stayed there for 
clam chowder. The next day at lunch 
we had clam fritters, which were very 
good. Imowed the lawn as usual and 
also made 35 cents on the neighbor's 
lawn. Saturday evening I finally 
said something that made Fred and 
Agnes [Karinen] realize that I wasn't 
staying anywhere in particular. Agnes 
must have become afraid that Iwould 
ask to stay there, because she asked 
the Sarpola boy [Alex Sarpola] if 
there wouldn't be room there. He 
asked his mother about it, and that’s 
where I am now, at four dollars a 
month, on a self-housekeeping basis. 
So far it has been easy to sleep there 
although the room isn’t nearly as 
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nice as at the Koskelo’s. I think it was 
Tuesday a week ago that I slept there 
for the day for fifty cents. The room 
hadn't been used since I left. This 
afternoon I had my first let down. 
When Iwoke up at 2 o'clock, I went to 
the bathroom to wash and shave but 
the water was turned off so I had to 
dry shave, which seemed much more 
painful than a few years ago. I hope 
everything is all right up there. 


Sincerely yours, 
Howard 


December 2, 1936, 

Dear Folks, The road was icy al- 
most all the way Monday and there 
was some fog too, but even at that, 
although I didn’t hurry at all, I ar- 
rived at the mill at ten o'clock. There 
was just about enough to do to keep 
me busy without hurting myself. I 
decided to stay a while in the evening 


WORKERS IN THE GRAIN ELEVATOR FILLING SACKS. 





to finish the chemists’ association feed 
sample so that I could send out the 
report. The turkey lasted two days, 
and the milk was good for two days. 
Today I found some clabbered milk 
in the car and it certainly was good. 
Do you remember that you put three 
jars of it for me on Oct. 26, and that I 
couldn't find them after getting down 
here? Well, they are finally coming to 
light. The baker says the turkey was 
very good. It came very tender with 
only two and one half hours cooking 
according to him. Yesterday it rained 
a little here. The nights have been 
terribly foggy. So far the mill hasn’t 
announced any work for this week but 
they might run the last of the week if 
they can get any sacks. Iwill probably 
stay down here next weekend, but you 
can never tell what might happen. 
My brakes worked very well but the 
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clutch, or whatever the trouble is, is 
getting worse all the time. 


Sincerely, Howard 


January 15, 1937, 

I doubt very much that I shall be 
able to come this week-end. The 
baker tells me that last time the boss 
was quite angry when he found that 
I had gone home. He told the baker 
that my week-ending would have to 
stop. WhenI saw my check last night I 
wanted to leave Astoria immediately. 
It amounted to only $33.45 because 
of all the deductions they made for 
social security, life insurance, accident 
insurance and annuities. I can’t stand 
that very long. Tonight I am going 
to tell Bob confidentially that I am 
leaving Pillsbury’s on March 1st. All 
in all, I’ve been pretty miserable here 
the past two weeks. It has been very 
cold in my room, and this business 
of switching from day work to night 
work and from night work to day work 
hasn't done me a bit of good. 

Until today I haven't even been able 
to sit up to read because of the cold. 
Yesterday morning the streets were so 
slippery from the ice that it was almost 
impossible to control a car. When I 
came home from work I got about 
half way up the hill and then slid all 
the way down again. While I was 
sliding down, I saw a car come down 
Alameda, and kept on going way past 
the turn even though the wheels were 
turned all the way over. That was the 
slipperiest mess I have ever seen. I 


A BURLAP FLOUR SACK FOR LA 
GALLARDA, ONE OF THE VARIOUS 
BRANDS PRODUCCED AT THE 
PILLSBURY FLOUR MILLIN ASTORIA. 
parked my car on Taylor and crept 
home practically on my hands and 
feet. They say a dozen cars were piled 
up at once on the Alameda turn. Your 
letter just came. I’ve been worried 
stiff worrying about whether Mama 
rides to town with Ruben. He has had 
so many accidents that I wouldn’t 
feel safe riding with him while it is 
so slippery. It was wet when I drove 
down so it wasn't slippery. The police 
stopped me before I got to St. Helens 
and made me put on my license 
plates. He seemed a little burned up 
when I pulled them out of the car. 
Last Sunday was the first time I have 
bought milk here since Sept. 23. I’m 
going to use a bottle a day from now 
on because it makes almost anything 
into a meal. I think I’ll have enough 
clothing to last until I get home again. 
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PROMOTIONAL POSTER FOR THE 
1937 MOVIE “THIN ICE”, STARRING 
Sonja HENIE AND TYRONE POWER. 


I’m planning to go to the bath-house 
this afternoon. 


Yours, Howard 


January 21, 1937, 

Well, I’m still alive down here, al- 
though it seems cold enough to freeze 
a person’s nose off. It has been so cold 
in my room that I haven't been able to 
do anything here in the house except 
lie in bed and try to sleep until time 
to go to work again. Saturday night I 
went to the first show I have gone to in 
four months. It was quite a treat but 
my eyes were very tired when I got out. 

Sunday night I had a little lunch at 
Fred’s and listened to the radio there. 
Fred had been away from the studio 


a week because of a cold. Monday 
night I played a fool trick on myself. 
The lock on the back end of the car 
hasn’t been working for some time 
and I decided to fix the darn thing 
because some one had stolen some 
of my canned stuff from me the day 
before. I finally got the thing locked 
but when I tried to open it something 
broke in the lock and I haven't been 
able to open it. I hope I don’t have any 
tire trouble on the way home because 
the jack is in the back. Monday and 
Tuesday I didn’t feel very well but 
now I am all right again after filling 
my stomach with wheat porridge the 
last two mornings.” 


January 29, 1937, 

My trip last Monday turned out to 
be rather a pleasant one after all. A 
light covering of dry snow fell before 
I started so that the road wasn't at all 
slippery. What little snow was coming 
down part of the way was so light that 
it didn’t stick to the windshield at all. 
I don't think I'll get to come home 
this week and besides I don’t think it 
would be necessary anyhow because 
I still have enough food to last for at 
least a week. I’ve been eating roast 
pork every day and still there is more 
than half of it left. I feel like a person 
who has had too long a vacation and 
is anxious to get back home. Counting 
the days. Last night I went to a very 
fine double show. I laughed so much I 
feel a lot better than I have for weeks. 
That Norwegian [Sonja Hennie] ice 
skater was the star in one of them 
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and it was certainly wonderful to see 
her perform. How is the pork selling? 


Yours, Howard 


Feb. 8, 1937, 

Well the time is getting very close to 
the deadline, and I’m getting rather 
excited. Sometimes I feel that I should 
stay a little longer and see what hap- 
pens. Then again I feel that ifI would 
stay it would mean another year of 
this kind of life and right now I think 
I would gladly work for one dollar, I 
mean fifty cents, a day rather than 
be in this town another year. The 
country is allright, Seaside is fine, the 
beaches are wonderful, but Astoria, 
PHOOEY! I expect to be able to come 
home for Washington's Birthday. Did 
you get the pen for the turkeys cleaned, 
thoroughly sprayed, and the turkeys 
in it? They should start laying soon. 
Did you get that calf from Torplings? 
It would have been nice to have seen 
all that snow, but I know what a 
nuisance it can be. I almost came up 
that weekend. I don’t see how that 
man with the pigs can afford to have 
Mom sell them when they are so high 
wholesale. 


Yours, Howard 


Feb. 17, 1937, 
Cousin Elizabeth seems to be quite 
a fortune teller. She said that I was 
going to have car trouble of some 
kind, and sure enough, I did---plenty! 
Everything seemed to go well enough 
until I was coming down the Rainier 


hill. Then all of a sudden the darn 
thing began to miss on about four 
and almost stalled. After about a 
quarter of a mile it suddenly started 
working all right again. Things went 
along serenely enough until I came 
down the Beaver Creek hill. Then it 
started to miss again and when I got 
to the last bridge over Beaver Creek 
I pulled over to the side to see what 
was the matter. The motor stopped 
altogether then and I couldn't start it 
again. Iran about a mile to a garage 
where the road turns off to Quincy 
and asked a fellow for some help. He 
towed me to the garage and started 
working on it. At 7:30 I borrowed his 
car to go to the Shell service station 
near Lauri’s [Albert & Greta Sophia 
Lauri] to telephone the mill so they 
could get the baker to help me out. I 
got to the mill at 3:15, took the baker 
home, and stayed at the lab until he 
came back at 8:30. Then I went to bed 
and didn’t wake up until 7:00 last 
night. It was terribly stormy and the 
car didn’t want to start but finally I 
got to the mill. 

This morning when I tried to leave 
the mill it wouldn't start at all and I 
got soaking wet trying to crank it. The 
watchman pushed me a ways to try to 
start it but it refused to work. He left 
me next to a garage and I waited until 
it opened to have it fixed. The ignition 
system was all wet and was leaking so 
badly that it wouldn't start. The fel- 
low dried it, it started and he charged 
me a dollar. I’m still a little chilly but 
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HOWARD WILSON. 


I don’t think I’m going to get a cold, 
at least it doesn’t feel exactly like a 
cold. My throat is a little sore from the 
running I did at Clatskanie. This car 
seems to bring a lot of trouble lately. 


Sincerely yours, Howard 


Howard seemed to be a “duck out of 
water” in Astoria, and greatly missing 
his beloved farm life in Beaverton. 
After he left the Pillsbury Flour Mills 
in Astoria in March of 1937 he worked 
asa handyman ina wholesale hardware 
store, Gilbert Brothers, in Portland, 
and helped his father on the farm. 

On Oct. 4, 1937 he wrote to a friend: 

Farm life, because of its over lap- 

ping of generations, its abundance 
of food, its room for expansion and 
development, and its possibility of 
quiet enjoyment, is conducive to 
high moral and spiritual standards. 
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Everyone in the family is a useful and 
desirable member in the farm orga- 
nization. Here they learn industry, 
cooperation and thrift. Furthermore 
they receive a very liberal and very 
practical education in natural science 
that is not obtainable in anyone’s 
textbook. And of course much can be 
said for the varied opportunities for 
diversion. Opportunities for hobbies 
abound. There’s so much room for 
everything. Mother, Father, big sister, 
little son, and all the way down to 
the littlest youngster, each is encour- 
aged and aided by his environment 
to satisfy the cravings of his hands 
for accomplishment of his heart for 
companionship, and of his soul for 
communion with himself and his 
Maker. Furthermore, I have yet to 
learn of any pursuit that offers a home 


life as part of the job. 
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DEMOLISHING THE GRAIN ELEVATORS AT THE PoRT OF ASTORIA IN 1987. 
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AN IMAGINARY VOYAGE IN THE SKY 
Submitted by Ryan McGuire 


I recently came across this fun 
little article while researching my 4th 
great-grandfather, Joel Pratt, Jr. The 
story is of how Pratt travels around 
the world in eighteen hours in a hot 
air balloon... Was this the inspiration 
for Jules Verne? We will never know 
but Around the World in 80 Days was 
published thirty-four years later! Very 
interesting that he thought Astoria, 
Oregon would be the next Manhattan. 


“He wrote this short “science fic- 
tion” story in 1839 and it was reprinted 
in the Prattsburgh, New York paper in 
1909. Prattsburgh, located in central 
New York, was named after his father 
Captain Joel Pratt. The Captain had 
been a Continental Army officer in 
the Revolutionary War and had later 
cleared the land to form the town 
around 1800. 


Prattsburgh, NY News, 1909 


An Aerial Voyage 


By the Author Joel Pratt [Ir], July 24, 1839 





“lll put a girdle round about the 
earth in forty minutes.” Shakespeare 





As it is the custom of travelers 
now-a-days to lay before the world 
an account of their rambles, | beg 
leave of you to consider me one of 
that number, especially while hearing 
the following article. 

The difficulties which every traveler 
has to surmount in furnishing himself 
with the necessary equipments for 
such an excursion as the one which 
| am now to relate, were all sur- 
mounted and | was seated in the car 
of a balloon 25 feet in height inflated 
with hydrogen, with a compass, 
books, maps, charts, etc. The hour 


of advertisement having at length 
arrived, the cords were cut and the 
majestic balloon slowly ascended 
from the earth amidst the shouts of 
an admiring multitude. Hearer, go 
with me in imagination and look at 
my situation. | am already 2000 feet 
above the earth and the astonished 
multitude is gazing with watery eyes 
at the dark spec which is about to 
disappear from its natural vision. My 
sensible horizon is rapidly expand- 
ing on all sides; already | can count 
several villages and cities. Cultivated 
fields, forests, farm houses, churches 
and multitudes of gazers are fast ap- 
proaching each other. But away with 
this moralizing on things below. Let 
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AN ACTUAL HOT AIR BALLOON ASCENSION IN ASTORIA, SUNDAY, MarcH 9, 


1895 NOTE: THIS BALLOON HAS NO BASKET; THE DAREDEVIL (WITHIN CIRCLE) 
IS HANGING FROM A ROPE BELOW A PARACHUTE. (SEE THE FALL 1991 CuUMTUXx.) 


us look at the reality of the thing. | 
am passing through a cloud for the 
damp vapor has penetrated my little 
house, but soon | was above it and 
the full blaze of the sun dissipated its 
traces in a moment. | looked below 
but what was my astonishment 
on finding that mother earth had 
hid herself beneath the mountain 
clouds that rolled like boiling lava 
around me and seemed to forbid my 
return. There | was suspended to an 
amazing height by a few frail cords, 
borne on the wings of the wind with 
a velocity which | had never before 
experienced. 

My situation became every mo- 
ment more interesting, for the loud 
peals of thunder began to rumble 
beneath my feet with an almost 
deafening roar and the vivid lightning 
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which played merrily from cloud to 
cloud showed me that a storm was 
raging beneath my feet. | tooka peep 
at my compass and found that the 
wind was in the west and that | was 
fast moving on to the east. | could 
not stay to view the warring of the 
elements, but dashed on toward 
the Atlantic skies. An unclouded sun 
to the earth revealed my situation. 
| found that | had passed over an 
extensive country and the vast plain 
that | then saw before me was the 
angry bosom of the Atlantic, over 
which | was already suspended. 
had consoled myself with the lulling 
thought that if any accident befel 
me | could safely descend by means 
of a parachute and alight near some 
village on the eastern border of my 
native state, but it was as if | felt | 
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should be precipitated into the bot- 
tom of the sea, and perhaps become 
a second Jonah, for! could not swim, 
and as to jumping, the illustrious Sam 
Patch could not have kept the center 
of gravity from falling from such a 
height. 

While | was thus musing on the 
transitory nature of human affairs 
| discovered a vessel, which on 
nearer approach | found to be the 
steamboat Great Western, Lieut. James 
Hoskin commander. By means of a 
trumpet | passed the usual saluta- 
tions given at sea and found that she 
was four days from Bristol and was 
then in latitude 13, 650 miles west of 
Bristol. By the time | had ascertained 
the above information she was far in 
the lurch and | left them almost as 
quick as thought, to soliloquize on 
the nature of the sky monster that 
had just passed over their heads. Half 
an hour more brought me within 
sight of the rocky coast of England 
and afew moments more found me 
hovering above the far famed city 
of London. | examined my time and 
found that | had been but a few sec- 
onds over five hours in crossing the 
ocean. A clear sky enabled me to take 
a hasty view of the countries over 
which | passed, but, hearer, you will 
excuse me from giving you a detail of 
everything which | saw. Others have 
spent months in examining minutely 
the various features of the countries 
over which | passed and you have 
their works which are far more in- 











structive than anything which | am 
able to relate. Suffice it to say that in 
the short space of six hours | reached 
the classic ground of Greece. Passing 
directly over the city of Athens | had 
an elevated but imperfect view of her 
noble Pantheon and other majestic 
ruins, but not feeling in the right 
mood for alighting | passed on and 
soon the rocky ramparts of Thebes 
hove in sight. 

| descended and passed an hour 
in viewing her broken columns, 
her moss-grown walls, tombs, am- 
phitheater, gates and architecture. 
mused on her fallen greatness and 
contrasted her present condition 
with what once was, when treasures 
unaccounted were poured through 
her gates from all parts of the eastern 
world. Yes, thought |, little did the 
lords of Thebes think that an aero- 
naut from an unknown world would 
one day scale her invincible walls and 
sit solitary in her festal palaces. 

| seated myself once more in the 
car of my balloon to move towards 
the land of spices and the rising 
sun. The sable mantle of night had 
overshadowed the earth and there 
being nothing to attract my attention 
below, | turned my eyes to view the 
heavenly bodies. 

“Rolling like living cars of light for 
gods to journey by.” 

Truly there is no study like astron- 
omy and certainly there never was a 
night when | could view the heavens 
to greater advantage. At two o'clock 
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morning broke in the east and at four 
the sun rose with that magnificence 
which attends it nowhere but in the 
east. That morning | passed over the 
countries that border on the Indian 
ocean. | could see the wandering 
Tartar, the simple and ignorant 
Hindoo, their tents, palaces, pagodas, 
and as such moment presented 
something new it seemed as if | had 
dropped on another planet. Noon 
the eternal city of Canton lay before 
me, her river and harbor crowded 
with an unnumbered host of vessels 
from all parts of the eastern world, 
her streets filled with living masses 
of flesh, only served to impress upon 
me more deeply than ever the truth 
of the old adage, “We live in a busy 
world.” But turning my thoughts 
towards my native land! was induced 
to pass on without alighting. A pleas- 
ant passage of five hours through an 
unclouded atmosphere brought me 
in sight of the Sandwich Islands and 
three more found me seated within 
the fort of Astoria, at the mouth of 
the Columbia river. Although the 
distance that separated me from 
home was great, yet | was in America, 
but in that part of it where as yet the 
leveling hand of improvement can 
scarcely be traced. Astoria is destined 
to become the emporium of the 
far west. Who knows but what an- 
other century may connect her with 
the great emporium of Manhattan 














through the means of internal im- 
provement. To some of you it may 
appear improbable, but then things 
doubtless have taken place more 
remote from our habits of thinking. 

The sun had nearly reached the 
meridian of the high arch of heaven 
and feeling anxious to see home 
before he sank into his watery 
couch, | again seated myself and 
rose above the dense forests of 
Oregon. | passed above the Rocky 
mountains, the fertile plains of the 
upper Missouri, viewed the tranquil 
bosom of Mississippi, Ohio and 
Lake Erie, passed the rugged hills 
of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus and 
Allegany, and alighted in Prattsburgh, 
one of the pleasantest spots in the 
whole world. | found that | had com- 
pleted my circuit around the world 
in the short space of 18 hours, a rate 
per hour that may well make the 
innovators of internal improvement 
bend their heads and say that their 
steamboats and locomotives are 
beaten. 





Notes: 

The hot air balloon was invented in 1783 in 
Paris, France. 

Around the World in 80 Days by Jules 
Verne was published in 1873— thirty-four 
years after Pratt’s imaginary voyage. 
According to the Cool Cosmos IPAC 
website, it takes ninety-two minutes for the 
International Space Station to orbit the 
earth. 
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CCHS AccEssION # 01.148.013A 


The Future New York of the Pacific 


Astoria, the Columbia River gateway seaport, ts the nearest and 
most economic route to the Pacific, the Orient, South America and 
Europe. 


The future of Astoria, unless the law of gravity ceases to govern 
the forces of the earth, and it be cheaper to send commerce up hill 
than down, « + * the largest city on the Pacific Coast will ulti- 
mately be right here at the mouth of this mighty river of the 
West. 17+ 


GOD'S HiG@BWAY TO; THE SEA 





JoEL PRATT WAS NOT THE ONLY VISIONARY OF ASTORIA’S ANTICIPATED 
GREATNESS. THIS PAMPHLET WAS PRODUCED IN 1918 FOR THE COLUMBIA HARBOR 
DEVELOPMENT Co., W.M. JACKSON, PRESIDENT, PORTLAND OREGON. 
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From the Daily Astorian Collection 


PLEASANT MEMORIES OF 
Dr. OWENS ADAIR 


By A.L. Erickson 


T WAS IN 1911 that I first met Dr. 
Owens Adair at the Netel Grange in 
the Lewis & Clark Valley. We became 
real friends that lasted until I left the 
valley and settled elsewhere and never 
saw the doctor again after 1917. Those 
six years are well worth remembering 
and writing about. 

At the time I met the doctor, she 
was 71 years old but one would never 
guess it could be so from her youthful 
outlook and lively ways. She was a 
hard worker in the grange and took 
a special interest in the young folks, 
promoting all sorts of activities for us. 
She hada farm near Fort Clatsop about 
halfway between the Lewis and Clark 
River and Skipanon River. The present 
highway would pass her old home. 

She always came to Grange with 
her horse and buggy and there always 
would be someone to help her out, tie 
the animal and put on a feed bag for 
its meal. She never held an office that 
I remember because she was so busy 
doing for us young folks. 

She chaperoned a very capable 
debating team which traveled all over 
Clatsop County and took on the best 
of them. We went to Knappa, Svensen, 


Clatsop Plains and wherever we could 
get involved. Generally on the team 
were Minnie Larson, Zella Reith, 
Jessie Reith, John Reith, Henry Marxen 
and myself (A.L. Erickson). 

We had a coach who had been a 
debater from the University of Oregon 
and she was a teacher at Astoria. At 
that time, a very popular subject was, 
“Should the Panama Canal be toll 
free?” 

When we ran out of opponents we 
debated at our own grange amongst 
ourselves. Dr. Adair was our biggest 
booster and was chaperone at all times. 
Trips to Knappa and Svensen were by 
boat so we generally got home to milk 
the cows in the a.m. These late trips 
didn’t bother the doctor. Sometimes 
when we thought we got a bad deal 
from the judges, she would say, “Don't 
feel bad, you can’t win them all.” 

The doctor was a very plain spoken 
person. In talking about farm animals 
to farmers, a bull was a gentleman cow 
as some people call them those days, 
but to the doctor, a bull was a bull in 
any company. 

She was a successful medical doc- 
tor and the first [woman doctor] in 
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Oregon. [This is a common mistaken 
belief; she was not the first.] As a public 
speaker, writer and working for new 
laws, she was fifty years ahead of her 
time. She advocated woman suffrage, 
sterilization and other progressive 
laws which have all been adopted. She 


came across the plains in1843 amongst 
the first settlers in Clatsop County, 
near Warrenton, Oregon. 

She was a wonderful person to have 
known for the gifts oflove and knowl- 
edge that she gave freely to others. 


SAMPLING OF THE ALLAN SAIGET 
PHOTO COLLECTION 





VIEW OF UNIONTOWN AND HILLSIDE FROM THE DOCKS OF THE 
UNION FISHERMEN’S COOPERATIVE PACKING COMPANY. 
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WAYNE SAIGET STANDS ON THE HILL OVERLOOKING THE PORT OF ASTORIA. 
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Bow PICKER FISHING BOATS DOCKED AT “UNION FIsH”. 
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FISHERMAN PREPARING HOOKS AND LINES FOR LONG-LINE FISHING, 
MOST LIKELY FOR TUNA. 
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PLAYING BASEBALL ON THE DOCKS. 


CLATSOP COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


CCHS IMAGE # 06.019.006 


No. 3 — Summer 2015 


2 


Vol. 35 


Cumtux — 


H 
| 
a 
Q 
H 
y 
M 
n 
< 
Q 
Zz 
° 
aI 
> 
= 
H 
(e) 
a 
im 
n 
“4 
| a 
ia" 
Q 
> 
Lon) 
H 
< 
ia] 
[a4 
3) 
< 











CH.LSANOAU AOIAUAS SSAUGAV 


OOL ‘ON LIWdad 
YO ‘WINOLSV 


alWd 
aDvLSOd°s'n 
*DYO LiIdOUd-NON 





‘UNOTY ATINVY IOSLIP Gay AO SDva GNNOd gv GNV 
NOWTVS AVA] UTAOTD AO SAXOd {ASNOHAUVM VIUOLSY 
10 LUOd AHL NI LNAWdIHS YOA ONILIVM LOAGOUg 














fOTT IT8T# FIVWI SHOOD 


8800-€01L6 UO ‘eHuo sy 


88 XOg Od * 3§ edueypxg PIL 
ALAIDOS TVOTAOLSIF ALNNO7) dOS.LVv 17) 


